TifBlair Production Instructions for Year One

25#/Acre – you want to get full coverage; plant in two passes with a grain drill.

We need to get planted after the last frost in the spring.

In the Prep stage, we need to make sure the ph level is between 6 and 6.3.  Do not add nitrogen, or phosphorus, but put on about 100#/A. of potassium (fertilizer recommendations from a soil test lab should be followed only if adjusted for centipede; UGA can process accordingly).

When we see the plant begin to put out runners, we need to put on a triple 13 or 10/10/10 or a fertilizer that has a 1:0:1 ratio. About .75 # N/1000 sf per application is suggested. 

We will need to repeat this application of fertilizer every 30 days until we have full coverage.

Atrazine should be applied pre-emergence at one quart per acre. It may also be applied post-emergence (about three weeks after emergence) at the same rate; as needed for broadleaf weed control. Dicamba may also be used for broadleaf control at labeled rates. Post emergent control of grasses is with Vantage at the labeled rates. 

We will need to mow and maintain the grass between 1 ½  to 2 inches.

In early September (year one only; July 15 in following years) we quit mowing and give it one last shot of fertilizer.

Let it go!!!

Wait until after the first frost of fall to combine.  Centipede grass has heading out early/middle/and late.  Wait until after the first frost of fall.

We’ll need to combine 2X to get all the seeds out.

If we use a “wheat combine” we need to make sure it has axiel flow.  The hulls are so hard on centipede grass that you sometimes have to take it through a hammer feed mill.

